Congress of the United States

Washington, B 20515
February 28, 2003

The Honorable Jim Nussle The Honorable John Spratt

Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on the Budget Committee on the Budget
309 Cannon HOB 214 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Nussle and Ranking Member Spratt:

We are writing to express our opposition to any language in the fiscal year 2004 budget resolution that
assumes revenue from drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. For the past two budgets, you have
chosen not to legislate on the Arctic Refuge in the context of trying to agree on a budget We ask you to
continue to follow that wise path. ,

As you know, the coastal plain of the Arctlc National Wildlife Refuge is currently protected against
additional oil and gas exploration or development. Nevertheless, the Bush Administration continues to
send Congress a budget that assumes an auction of oil and gas leases within the boundaries of the Refuge
specifically within the area that defines one of the most magnificent and rare unspoiled ecosystemis in the
world. This proposal would sacrifice the pristine nature of this existing wilderness for a limited supply of :
oil and an increase in federal receipts of a little more than a billion dollars. .

Because of the unique nature of this natural treasure, Congress in 1980 prohibited oil and gas exploration .-
or production on the coastal plain of the Refuge. The majority of Americans has consistently opposed
repealing these protections. Because of this widespread opposition, we believe it would be 1mprudent to - ..
assume any new revenue from this source at this time. :

The Budget Resolution was designed to ensure that important fiscal matters be debated and decided
swiftly, so as to ensure the budgetary health of our government. It is simply not appropriate to attach such
a major policy decision to the budget debate, therefore preventing members from publicly and thoroughly
debating this issue. The future of the Arctic Refuge is not, by any stretch of the imagination, a matter that
is fundamental to the budgetary health of this country. Rather, it is a major policy question, perhaps the -
most important and controversial environmental policy question before this Congress, and its budgetary
impacts are merely incidental to the sweeping and precedent-setting impact of industrializing this pnstme
national treasure.

We strongly urge you to reject any requests to assume revenue from drilling activity that is prohibited
under current law and widely opposed throughout America. If the law ever changes, there will be .
adequate time to incorporate new assumptions regarding federal revenue from this source in subsequent
budgets.

Sincerely,
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